annual report 2020

Arts OutWest acknowledges the traditional custodians of the country on which we work, the
Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri people, and recognise their continuing connection to land, waters and culture.

We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

COVER IMAGE
Reflection by Ruth Stone, oil on linen (detail).
Made with the support of an Arts OutWest Micro Grant. Photo: Courtesy of the artist.
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from
the
chair
2020 - year unlike no other! Beginning with bushfires, followed by Covid lockdown and finally
floods. Arts OutWest under the strong leadership of Executive Director, Tracey Callinan and the
AOW staff, worked hard to respond and deliver effective and meaningful services for the Arts
across the eleven member L.G.A’s.
Staff, Board and Advisory Council Meetings and our AGM with 54 attendees were held on-line.
Communication within our RADO network and with Regional Arts NSW continued via Zoom.
2020 saw a Review conducted by Create NSW. Despite strong support from the Board and
Executive Director for our peak body, Regional Arts NSW, it appears our responses were largely
ignored. RANSW are to be only partially funded in 2021 and not funded from 2022.
The AOW Micro Grants program - the first across the RADO network, was an amazing success
and made a real difference to artists during Covid, assisting those who really needed help.
In Arts and Health we began a new way of delivering, online into health/aged care settings.
This has led to a three year program, Virtual Art Snacks. We will be working in partnership
with Western NSW Local Health District, Orana and Outback Arts to deliver to people in Multi
Purpose Services (small rural hospitals) across our regions.
2020 saw the launch of an interactive cultural tourism map - Culture Maps. This project, came
to fruition with the hard work of staff member Maryanne Jaques, AOW partnerships with 11
Council Tourism Managers and funding from Central NSW Joint Organisation and Regional
Development - Central West. The culture maps are proving invaluable for tourism.
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We were proud of the contribution that Arts OutWest made to the fourth and final Artstate
program. Regional Arts NSW’s presentation of Artstate Wagga Wagga in November was an
amazing achievement, being the first major publicly attended conference since the beginning of
the COVID lockdown, and RANSW and Wagga City Council are to be commended.
AOW Board members continue to contribute fully and work collaboratively. This cohesive team
shows strong support for fellow Board members, Executive Director, Tracey Callinan, and staff
of Arts OutWest. I would like to sincerely thank all my Board colleagues, the Advisory Council
and the staff of AOW for their ongoing work and support this year.
Despite remaining disappointed about the de-funding of Regional Arts NSW, we are positive
about the future of the arts is regional NSW and Arts OutWest’s continued role in supporting
this work.
FRAN CHARGE
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strategy
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In 2020 Arts OutWest started using the
newly developed Strategic Plan.

A range of Key Performance Indicators are
attached to each of these goals.

The plan includes six goals, linked to the AOW
Mission statement that Arts OutWest promotes,
facilitates, educates and advocates for the
communities of the NSW Central West.

The new Strategic Plan outlines three
priority areas. In late 2020, as a response
to COVID-19, Arts OutWest added a fourth
strategic areas: Music Industry Support.

governance

In 2020 Arts OutWest had a Board with
ten members who bring expertise to the
organisation’s
management
including
financial skills, legal, arts knowledge,
local government, museums and heritage
expertise, human resources knowledge,
Aboriginal
culture,
communications,
education and community.

The Advisory Council is make up members
representing the councils that are part of
the Arts OutWest region as well as our other
major stakeholder, Charles Sturt University.
They meet twice a year to feed into the
planning and activities of the Arts OutWest
program.

Image: Platform Arts Hub at Blayney Railway Station
began it’s journey to opening.
Photo: Blayney shire Council.
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2020
income

6

2020
expenditure
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Musician Nerida Cuddy records new album.

micro
grants
Arts OutWest offered a round of quick
turn-around micro-grants of $300 - $1000
to assist individuals and organisations
during the Covid-19 crisis. There were 30
projects funded to a total of $21,032.55.
Funds were made possible by accessing
unused program funds.
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“It feels like
the micro grant
has been one of the
factors stimulating
and equipping
me to grow
in my creative
process.”

Penny Banks attended marketing
and business courses to assist her
online sales presence.

“I’ve had a
significant uplift
in the average
number of
people reached
and followers
on my artist
social media
account since
completing these
courses.”
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In 2020 it was important for
Arts OutWest to maintain our core services
through a time of pandemic:
l We gave advice to people and
supported them through some of the difficult
times of Covid.
l

We gave out grants and assistance money to
help people find new ways of doing things.

l We promoted events, but we also kept track
of what was cancelled and when they returned.
l We found different, online ways of keeping
people connected and informed including AOW
new online facebook networks.
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l

core
services

l

We used the quiet times to skill up our staff
and our media associates in new areas.

We attended Artstate Wagga Wagga. Tracey
Callinan moderated a main stage panel.
l

We strengthened partnerships and
relationships.

Lanny McKenzie
Weaving Workshop.
Photo: Courtesy
of the artist.
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Birrinang mental health & wellbeing artwork.
Photo: Aleshia Lonsdale, AOW Aboriginal
Arts Development Officer,

l Arts OutWest curated for the
National Parks and Wildlife Services’
Kew-Y-Ahn Gallery in the historic precinct of
Hartley. Having started the year closed due to
the threat of bushfires, the gallery was closed
due to COVID-19. However on re-opening the
gallery had the highest visitation and sales
experienced to date.
l AOW worked with groups at the
Wiradjuri Dreaming Centre in Forbes
through screen printing workshops and the
development of the centre.

Assisted the development of the program
for the Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation’s
2021 Skyfest.

l

l Supported the development of a catalogue
and writing about the work of Bathurst-based
artist Amala Groom.
l
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Developed a Facebook group to share
practice, opportunities and learning.

aboriginal
arts
development

Strengthened the partnership with
Western NSW Local Health District
through a signed Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU).

l

l

Developed online approaches to
aged care work in the region’s
MPS system.
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arts
and
health

Martyn Cook, Harpist, Musicians in Hospitals.
Photo: Carolyn Hide.

Cowra Bridge pylons art by Kym Freeman.
Photo: Zenio Lapka

l Developed and launched Arts
OutWest’s Culture Maps, a website with
interactive maps showing the cultural
tourism assets of the Arts OutWest
region. Developed with support from
the Central NSW Joint Organisation,
Regional Development Australia –
Central West and the assistance of the
Tourism Managers of Arts OutWest’s
member councils: www.centralnsw.com

Supported the development of
Platform Arts Hub in Blayney.
Restored by Sydney Trains, the facility
is now managed by Blayney Town
Association in partnership with Blayney
Shire Council and Arts OutWest.
l
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cultural
tourism

music
industry
support

l Employed Patrick Coomey
as our Music Industry Support
Officer.

Completed an audit of music
venues in the Arts OutWest region.
l

l Commenced the recording of a CD
album showcasing original music from
musicians in the Arts OutWest region.

Inland Sea of Sound on Wahluu / Mt Panorama.
Photo: Maryanne Jaques.
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country
arts support
program
The Country Arts and Support Program (CASP) is an annual small grants program of
Create NSW, designed to support community arts and cultural development in regional NSW.
Due to Covid, some of these funded projects have been moved to 2021.

CASP PROJECTS FUNDED IN 2020
l

Spring Tce Public School P&C Association:
Spring Terrace Art Project (pictured).
l

Lachlan Galari Reconcilliation Group:
Marramarra Project
l
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Canowindra Arts Incorporated:
The 1st giant Steps.
l

l

Tottenham Men’s Shed Inc:
Historical Murals.

Forbes Birth to Kinder Incorporated:
Thump Jump Rhyme.
l JAM Orange Inc:
Recording and Mixing Tutorials.

l

Central West Women’s Health Centre:
Express Yourself Youth Arts Program.

OUR STAFF IN 2020
Executive Director: Tracey Callinan
Steven Cavanagh, Patrick Coomey, Maryanne Jaques, Aleshia Lonsdale,
Christine McMillan, Kate Smith, Kathy Weekes, Max Wilson

OUR BOARD IN 2020

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS IN 2020

Chair: Fran Charge
Vice Chair: Deb Bardon
Carly Brown
Adam Deusien
Madi Young
Secretary: Margot Jolly
Maz Rees
Zeke Shaw
Treasurer: Amanda Spalding
Osla Thomason (from May 2020)
Sharon Wilcox (up to May 2020)

Chair: Carly Brown (Weddin)
Cr Monica Morse (Bathurst)
Nyree Reynolds (Blayney)
Cr Libby Oldham (Cabonne)
Brian Langer (Cowra)
Cr Michelle Herbert (Forbes)
Heather Blackley (Lachlan)
Cr Steve Ring (Lithgow)
Fran Charge (Oberon)
Scott Maunder (Orange)
Warwick Tom (Parkes)
Kay Nankervis (CSU)

CORE FUNDING PARTNERS
Create NSW, Australian Government IVAIS, Charles Sturt University, AOW Member Councils.
l
PROJECT FUNDING PARTNERS
Mazda Foundation, Regional Arts Fund (Australian Government), Central NSW Joint Organisation,
Regional Development Australia – Central West.
l
ARTS OUTWEST
Regional Arts Development Organisation of Central West NSW servicing local government areas:
BATHURST l BLAYNEY l CABONNE l COWRA l FORBES l LACHLAN
LITHGOW l OBERON l ORANGE l PARKES l WEDDIN
l
CONTACT US
Information, links and an interactive version of this document are available on our website:
www.artsoutwest.org.au/annualreport2020 l www.artsoutwest.org.au l artsoutwest@csu.edu.au
PO Box 8272 CSU LPO Bathurst NSW 2795

l

02 6338 4657

@artsoutwest on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter

